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There was a very fine, renown school for boys here called “Reid 
Academy” established by Rev. John W. Reid who was born in 
Cabarra Co., NC, in 1807.  His literary and scientific studies 
were chiefly under Dr. John Robinson of North Carolina.  In 
1831 he moved to Georgia and opened a classical school proba-
bly in 1840s.  During this time he studied theology under S. K. 
Talmage, DD, and was ordained by Hopewell Presbytery. 
 
For a few years Mr. Reid carried on simply a high school; but 
his capacity, skill, and success in training young men rapidly 
increased his reputation.  It was thought advisable to secure 
still greater privileges by establishing a more regular organiza-
tion.  Quite a full literary, classical, and scientific curriculum 
was arranged in four divisions and the school took the name 
Philomathean Collegiate Institute.  The change was made at 
the suggestion of Alexander H. Stephens, and the organization 
accomplished all that its friends expected. 
 
The catalogue from January 1858 term says “this institution, 
which has for sixteen years been under the supervision of Rev. 
John W. Reid, again offers its advantages to the American 
student.”  Thus the school was established by c1842 – whether 
this was the early phase known as “Reid Academy” or since the 
rename I do not know.  These students came from near and far 
and boarded with the local families.   Although lore is that it 
was established as a school for boys, the catalogue confirms 
that by 1858, there were also girls enrolled - 44 boys and 10 
girls including a boy from Louisiana, two from Alabama, one 
from Tennessee.  Those from Georgia were primarily from 
Oglethorpe and surrounding counties; they also came from 
Rome, Macon, Roseville, and Savannah.  The 1858  Trustees for 
the Institute were Dr. Samuel Glenn, Robert C. Daniel, and Al-
bert King.  In the 1867 Annual Returns, it is noted that John 
Daniel, as guardian of his youngest brother, Benjamin, paid 
$20 to John Reid for two quarters tuition. [AR, S-447] 

Boys coming from outside Philomath boarded with local fami-
lies – some in the same house and some in boarding houses 
apart from the main house.  Two of these boarding houses are 
still standing behind the homes of James & Elaine Bryan Ennis 
and John & Sue Ellen Callaway Buckman.  The boys had meals 
with the family with whom they boarded.  The 1850 census lists 
A E Jacks, female, age 40.  In her “household” there are 16 
young men listed as students, including two of her own sons, 
but not her 8-year-old daughter.  One young man age 21, 3 age 
20 – the youngest age 11.  Also in her household is N. H. Pow-
ers, age 36, occupation is physician, and Henrietta Powers, age 
26.  Apparently, Mrs. Jacks had boarders other than students. 
 
During commencement week visitors came from quite a dis-
tance to enjoy the band music and the speeches made by such 
men as Alexander H. Stephens, Ben Irvin, and Robert Tombs.   
 
In her 1980 book on The Story of Oglethorpe County, regard-
ing academies in the county, Lena Wise makes particular note 
of the Philomath Institute:  it “was begun and developed to a 
high state of excellence by J. D. Reed [sic], a Presbyterian 
minister and an educator of high repute.  How long this school 
operated is unknown but the available data indicates that it 
opened many years before the War Between the States and 
continued in operation until near the close of the Nineteenth 
century.” 
 
Lena Wise also writes:  “The building itself was a large two-
story structure, with a chimney at each end.  This famous 
building has been torn down and replaced by a one-story 
building which was used as a community school until recent 
years when the students were transported to larger schools.  
The building has been converted into a Community Center.” 
 
Following is the catalogue for first term of 1858. 
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